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Objectives   

 

The main objective of this course is to introduce students to the most important processes of 

political relevance currently taking place in the Andean countries:  Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, 

Peru and Venezuela; and to provide the theoretical and methodological foundations required for 

cross-national comparative analyses focused on this region.   

 

Specific objectives of this course include:    

 Getting to know the basic commonalities across Andean countries that distinguish this 

region within Latin America, and the main differences that make it such an interesting 

environment for comparative political analysis. 

 Learning which/who are the key formal and informal political actors in the region, and in 

select countries in particular. 

 Getting to know the most important issues that concern citizens, political leaders, 

scholars and policy-makers across the five countries under analysis, including:  

Questions of political inclusion, especially of indigenous citizens; political representation 

and clientelism; economic development dilemmas; rising authoritarianism; the role of the 

military; challenges to state authority (including rising crime and drug trade), social 

movements; environmental issues; the rule of law and the judicial system, and foreign 

affairs.  

Outcomes 

 

Given the objectives above, students should be able to:   

 Identify the key political elements that are distinctive of the Andean region vis-à-vis the 

rest of Latin America. 

 Address and analyze current political trends and events in the region with appropriate 

conceptual frameworks. 
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 Explore Andean countries on their own, finding, reading and analyzing political 

scholarship, news, quantitative indicators and other relevant sources in order to prepare 

and present a report about a specific topic at the end of class. 

Mission Statement:  Students will increase their knowledge about the Andean region, and the 

current political issues Andean countries face. 

Required Materials:  The following books should be acquired:   

 

Burt, Jo-Marie and Philip Mauceri. (2004). Politics in The Andes:  Identity, Conflict, Reform.  

Pittsburgh:  University of Pittsburgh Press. (on-line version available by internet access through 

Tulane University’s Howard-Tilton Memorial Library) 

 

Drake, Paul and Eric Hershberg.  (2006).  State and Society in Conflict:  Comparative 

Perspectives on Andean Crises.  Pittsburgh:  University of Pittsburgh Press. 

 

Diamond, Larry, Marc F. Plattner and Diego Abente Brun.  (2008).  Latin America’s Struggle for 

Democracy.  Baltimore, MD:  The Johns Hopkins University Press. 

 

Additionally, read the articles and papers assigned for each week. 

 

Course Requirements & Outcomes:  This course’s success depends on the student’s personal 

commitment.  Students’ enthusiastic participation is not only welcome, but encouraged and 

required for making the most of the course.  Students should fulfill these requirements:   

 

Part I:  Final Exam (35%) 

Requirement:  The final examination may include a combination of multiple choice questions, 

short essays and comprehensive essays, to cover issues addressed in class and included in the 

course’s materials.  The final will be cumulative and will take place the date, time and location 

assigned by the university authorities. 

Outcome:  To prepare for this exam, students should identify and summarize the relevant 

information provided and discussed in class; and read and critique the materials assigned.  The 

instructor may help students by posting study guides with important questions to consider, and/or 

slides presented in class shortly before the exam takes place.  To show a complete understanding 

of Andean Politics, students will need to identify the most relevant social, political and economic 

phenomena that take place in the region as a whole and each country in particular; and display an 

appropriate level of knowledge of the topics discussed in class. 

Part II:  Weekly Quizzes (20%) 

Requirement:   Every Monday at the end of class, students will take a short test (quiz) about the 

sessions and materials covered the week before.  The first test will be Monday August 31.  In the 

case there is no class, the test will take place Wednesday at the end of class.  The test may 

combine true/false, multiple-choice and short questions.  Each quiz will be worth ten (10) points.      



Outcome:  The short tests seek to monitor students’ progress in the course before the final exam, 

allowing them to study regularly and avoid procrastination.   

Part III:  Term Paper (30%) 

Requirement:  Each student will be assigned a specific topic of current importance for the 

politics of Andean countries.  Over the course of the semester, students will write a term paper 

explaining the issue in question, discussing its relevance for the politics of the country and region 

as a whole, and making use of the literature discussed in class and additional bibliography as 

necessary. The paper will have a maximum of 12-page, double-space, typed, using Times New 

Roman 12 font or equivalent, 1 inch of margins, for a total of about three thousand (3,000) words 

(plus bibliography and graphs).  There are several available sources students can use, and the 

instructor will share some of them with the class.  Additionally, students are encouraged to 

explore Tulane’s Latin American Library, which has a superb collection of relevant materials.  

We will schedule a session with the Library, so you can get familiar with these materials and use 

them for your papers.  Starting the fifth week of class, students should be able to share 

information about their topic with the class at any time.  Students should turn in the final version 

of the report by Monday November 30th, at 4:00 pm.   

Outcome:  This assignment seeks to help students getting familiar with the current issues of 

greatest importance for the social, economic and political life of the countries under examination.  

This will help students to improve their skills to conduct their own research about Latin America.  

To do this, students will be able to:  Summarize, describe and interpret recent events in a country 

or the region as a whole; get familiar with the historical, social, economic and political 

background of the problem in question; and produce an original paper in which they can start 

putting forward original arguments and ideas over time, so they can correct their own work and 

improve it all the way to its final stage. 

 

Part IV:  Three Monthly Participation Grades (5% + 5% + 5% = 15%)   

Requirement:    Participation will be graded based on their active engagement in the course, 

which will be related to the readings and assignments for the session in question, to sharing 

information about their reports in class and offering constructive criticism of their peers’ work.  

Participation is graded based on five (5) points, ranging from ‘no participation’ (0 points) to 

‘most active’ participation (5 points), per month (September, October and November).  The 

instructor will inform students their participation grade in private via blackboard the first week 

following the end of the month in question. 

Outcome:  Active class participation is essential for the course’s success.  It helps keeping 

students in track with the information and materials addressed in class.  Preparing for class 

allows students to avoid procrastination, and to get feedback for their own work. 

 

Attendance Policy 

 

Students are expected to attend every session, and the instructor will take attendance.  

Attendance means to arrive in class punctually, and to leave only after class had ended.  Students 

will be able to miss up to two (2) classes without any penalty.  Then, students will lose two (2) 

points for each absence, up to ten (10) points.  A number of absences greater than seven, or 



several absences in a row, may force the instructor to speak with the student directly and with 

his/her academic advisor about why this is happening, the negative consequences that might have 

for his/her grade, and any remedies or sanctions as applicable, included failing the course.  

Medical, sport or other kind of truly compelling excuses will need to be documented.     

 

Grading Scale 

 

A 92.5 and above A-  90 to 92.4 

B+  87.5 to 89.9  B 82.5 to 87.4  B- 80 to 82.4 

C+  77.5 to 79.9  C 72.5 to 77.4  C- 70 to 72.4 

D+  67.5 to 69.9  D 62.5 to 67.4  D- 60 to 62.4 

F 59.9 and below 

Make-up Policies and late assignments 

 

Make-ups for the midterm and final examinations will be truly exceptional, and only allowed 

after talking to the instructor and documenting any reason that forced the student to miss the 

exam.  Late assignments will be penalized with one less grade every day past the due date. 

Honor Code 

 

Academic dishonesty shall be enforced based on the Tulane University Honor Code and any 

other applicable regulations.  Students are encouraged to get familiar with these regulations and 

observe their tenets in all instances.  Cheating and plagiarism are completely unacceptable, will 

result in a zero (0) grade in the assignment in question, will be reported, and may eventually lead 

the offending student to face other regrettable academic consequences.  The instructor reserves 

the right to check the authenticity of the students’ work through careful assessment of your 

writing and the sources employed.  Each student must complete all work alone, and shall refrain 

from colluding with other students to complete individually assigned work.  Students will respect 

their peers and instructors, and their opinions, at all times:  Diversity is one of the academic 

community’s priceless assets and students should cherish the opportunity they have in this class 

to be respectfully exposed to viewpoints that differ from theirs.  Failure to comply with these 

guidelines might negatively affect the student’s grade in this course, and in extreme cases could 

even lead the instructor to report them or pursue other pertinent measures.   

 

Outline 

 

Week 1 – August 24, 26 & 28  

Introduction to the Andean Countries & Current Political Issues 

 

Week 2 – August 31 – September 2 & 4 

Indigenous Andean Politics:  Ethnicity & the Question of Political Inclusion 

 

Week 3 – September 9 & 11 

Economic Development in The Andes – Contemporary Dilemmas (I)  

 

 



Week 4 – September 14, 16 & 18 

Economic Development in The Andes – Contemporary Dilemmas (II)  

 

Week 5 – September 23 and 25    

(Un)Democratic Representation (I):  The Decay of Political Parties and the Rise of Civil Society 

 

Week 6 – September 30 – October 2  

(Un)Democratic Representation (II):  Neo-Authoritarianism in the Andes 

 

Week 7 – October 5, 7 & 9  

Challenges to State Authority – Armed Movements & Drug  Trade 

Week 8 – October 10, 12 & 14 

Challenges to State Authority – Crime, Corruption and Military Unrest 

 

Week 9 – October 19, 21 & 23 

Addressing the Problems:  The Dynamics of Political Reform  

Week 10 – October 28 & 30 

Venezuela:  Chávez and the Bolivarian Revolution 

 

Week 11 – November 2, 4 and 6 

Bolivia:  Evo Morales – The First Aymara President   

 

Week 12 – November 9, 11 & 13 

Colombia:  Uribismo, Plan Colombia and the Future  

 

Week 13 – November 16, 18 & 20  

Ecuador:  The Rise of Rafael Correa / Peru:  An Ailing Democracy 

 

Week 14 – November 30 (Term Paper Due), December 2 & 4 

The Andean Region:  Fragmented or Intertwined?  Regional Integration in the 2000s 

Date and Time of the Final (TBA)  


